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University Examinations 2008

Notes on Statistical Tables

1. Subject to the exceptions listed below, the statistics include all candidates for Tripos and
Preliminary examinations whether undergraduates, affiliated students or graduates.

2. The statistics exclude:

a) Candidates who took examinations as candidates 'not for honours' (with the exception of
Part 11l of the Mathematical Tripos).

b) Candidates for: (i) Diploma and Certificate examinations; (ii) Oral examinations in Modern
Languages; and (iii) Mus. B. examination.

c) Unclassified preliminary examinations (in History, Oriental Studies, Classics and Education
Studies) and the First Examination for the Degree of Bachelor of Theology for Ministry.
These results are shown separately in Table 9a so that they shall not affect percentages in
the main tables.

d) The results for students who have spent the year studying abroad at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology or studying in Paris as part of the Double Maitrise. These results
are shown separately in Table 12 so that they shall not affect the percentages in the main
tables.

e) Candidates about whom an application has been submitted to the Applications Committee
but who were still awaiting a decision at the time these tables were produced.

3. The heading 'Other Results' includes (but does not differentiate between):

a) Candidates who failed their examinations

b) Honours candidates who have received an allowance from the Examiners.

c) Candidates who have received allowances (Deemed to have Deserved Honours (DDH) or
granted an allowance towards the Ordinary degree) by the Applications Committee of the
Council. (Allowances may be granted to candidates who have been ill or who have
extenuating circumstances and have thus been prevented from taking an examination or
whose performance has been adversely affected as a consequence.)

d) Candidates who have been granted a deferral.

4. In Part 11l of the Mathematical Tripos, a pass with distinction or merit has been counted for
statistical purposes as Class |, and a pass as Class Il division (1). This applies whether or not the
candidate is a candidate for honours.

5. In Part Il of the Manufacturing Engineering Tripos and Part 1IB of the Engineering Tripos, a pass
with distinction has been counted for statistical purposes as Class |, a pass with merit as Class |l
division (1), a pass as Class Il division (2).

6. The class obtained in each language by candidates for Part 1A of the Modern and Medieval
Languages Tripos has been counted as half a class. This explains why, in some years, the
number of candidates under each class division for this Tripos and in the totals are not whole
units.

7. Third-year pre-clinical medical and veterinary students are included under the Tripos examination
for which they were entered.

(continued...)
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8. Tables providing disability information (10a - 10e) have been revised since 2006. The category
'No known disability' has been replaced by 'No disability', leading to a significant shift from this
category to 'Not known'.

Please note that these statistics are provided for internal purposes only. Information relating to
specific Colleges will not be released without their consent, unless there is a legal requirement
to do so. Tables giving figures for the whole University will be published in the 'Student
Numbers' special edition of the Cambridge University Reporter, and may then be released
outside the University with suitable acknowledgment.

Planning and Resource Allocation Office
University Offices
Email: student.statistics@admin.cam.ac.uk

August 2008
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Honours Examination Results 1960-2008
The graph shows the best fit line for each classification
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N.B. The above graph does not include Others and Class Il (Undivided)
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